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CASES OF CALF SCOURS WHICH, IF MOT TREATED PROMPTLY. CAM SPREAL

Lee and hds wife, Marilee, swn and operate Patriot Cattle
Company of more than 400 acres just south of Grangeville
This family-gwmed busimess started in fall 2018 and has
grown steadily sinee in serving the regron’s cattle prodocesrs,
with plans toexpand into the Inland Northwest and beyvond

Lee and Mariles complement each other in abilities to
operate 3 24-7, 365-day buginess that also incorporates
ratsing thedr three children: Weston, 7, Rev, 3, and Dor-
othy, 1. A local man, and radsed in Grangeville, Les eomes
fromm & cattle ranching famdly, while Marilee was eaized in
the suburbe near San Franeiseo —
a eonntry boy and & eity girl whe
hit it off and made it work

“Meom and Dad had a predom-
mantly commercial herd of Her-

eford-Angos cress cattle and a
smaller number of registered An-
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gus., as well,” Lee said. "Growing
up, I was always intrigued by the
pursbred aspect: choosing sires
from all over the country and us-
ing their genetics to improve our
herd.”

"We met in i:h:||.'lzg_e. s we were
gaing through the ROTC program,”
Marilee smiled. "Once Lee com-
pleted his obligation to the Army,
I realized that I'm OK amywhere as
long as T have tamily. I prefer small
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commundties ke Grangeville which encourage good famdly
values, and where we can pursue our fadth freely, So, when
he sasd, Twant to ranch,” I 2add, "0k, [ ean do that,” and that
was that, Iwas game, and U leaming constant]y.”

“We balance esch other eot pretty well,” Marilee contin-
ued. “God has given him certain strengths and given me cer-
tain stremgtha, with which we complement each other well,”

Lee dess mest of the herd side of the operation: choesing
gres o use in the bresding program, making determdnations
om andmsals that make the prade to keep and develop to zell to
rafichers, Marilee does the majorty
of the bookkeeping, and works on
the grovwing marketing plans that in-
clude advertising, social media and
wabaite development, Their website,
www.patrioteattlecompany.com,
recently launched and they can be
found as Patriot Cattle Company on
both Facebook & Instagram.

Cattle production is busy work,
around the clock, whether you're
raising animals for the commercial
meat market or for seed stock —
“We all work really hard, we're just
in different sections of the industry,”
Marilee said. One difference with
their operation is the more technical
aspect of breeding, and the narrow
window to conduet this activity.
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"We synchronize the estrus o-
cles of all the cows and inseminate
them at a certain time,” Lee said.
“We have to pat the cows through
the working chate two to three Hmes
to get them synchronized, ao when
we breed themn we expect at least a
75% setthng rate the first heat, Af-
terwards, we turn in our clean-up
bulls to eover any cows which may
cycle in subsequent heata,” Corn-
mercial producers on average have
a 45- to oo-day window to get all
thedr cows bred, “and the way we
have clesen, we have to work them
at very apecific times,” Marilee con-
timuwed. “We have a three- to four-
hour windew to get them bred ws-
ing artificial insemination.”

One azpect of thig operation Les prefers s calving, die
to the calves being born in late summer early fall

“It's & lot easier at thiz time of vear, than when vou're
calving in & blizzard and trving to keep calves alive,” e
gald...though eows still need monttoring — notably fiest-
calf heifera — which means Les doesn™t get out of his
share of late nights to save a newhborn,

For Patriot Cattle, the operation in large part is Keep-
ing meticulsus records on every cow, in evaluating their
strengths, areas of improvement, and matching up these
through the semen catalogues. Where a hedfer needs im-
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provement in an area, she will
be matched up with a bull that is
strong in that trait, “and hope-
fully improve the genetics for the
next calving season.”

Better zenetica doesn’t mesn
the same thing for each rancher

“Commereial ranchera have
different needs based on the en-
vironment and the country they
are on,” Lee sadd, For example,
the Salmon River conntry withits
steep, rocky drainages 18 harde
and more sparse than that of the
open, flat pasture of the Camas
Prairie, “so those anjmal: have
to get by and gain peunds by ot
getting a2 good forage,” It's aim-
ple mathematies: poands eqgual
dellars for the commercial ranchers, and Salmon River
producers need to start with an So-pound calf and sell
it at Goo pounds in hard countey where it's more diffi-
cult to thrive

“Our goal 18 to breed balls for both types of ranchers
that will be able to breed cows while at the same tme
maintaining cendition and net completely falling apart,”
Lee paid. “Becanse, in turn, thedr calves will thrive the
follewing vear. Itz a never-ending cvele of improving ge-
netica of certain animals that can convert lower quality
forages into poands,”

BETTER GEMETICS COESM T MEAN THE SAME THING FOR EACH RANCHER, BUT FATRIOT AIMS TO BREED BULLS FOR MEETING THE MEEDS OF BOTH

COHMERCLAL B COW-CALF PFRODUCERS
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I devedopdng thetr baalls, Les said they don't confine thet to
i feadlot and force-feed extra “hot™ rations in order to budk them
e 20 the end welght mam oribers ook dmpeessive, but rather
they ave developed in real comdsthans,

“By grazing on grass and developdng slowly, thedr bodies
learn to perform in real conditions becanss they were radsed
in real conditions,” Mardles sald, with Lee adding, “Onar bull
calves gtill gain wedght really well, and when they go to bread
pog in the veal world they won't fall apart.... I think itz more
irrportant that when someotie bovs a buldl feom e, what they
sy 18 whiat thew get,”

Mariles iz still on
her learning journey in
being a rancher’s wife,
gne that 18 helped not
enly by Lee, but azs well
from her children whao
wark by their sides.

“I had some hesita-

tion. T wasn't sure what 1

"WE FEEP A L1
ILLMEESES THEY MAY CONTRALCT.

would be saving ves to”
she said, when Lee asked
this
ranching venture with
him as his wife. Les tald

ker what a Blessing it is

ker to come= on

for children to grow up
in this type of lifestyle,

and “now, as a mother,
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and hasing grown up db ancother envirenment and seeing the
contrast from that with what cur children de on a dadly basis,
it really 18 specdal.”

The couple praise the area and their occupation as al-
lowing them to see miracles every day, to be stewards of
these andmals as God intended, to contribuate to society in a
meaningful way, and to convey these things worth knowing
to their children

“It's the best place to raise a famdly; & complete family n-
vidvermett,” Lee sad. “The taoyve work with mne all the time, they
gros Wp in an area whese
they et to learn — now
in thiz day and age — old-
schood valwes, values that
founded thiz country,”
inclhading bibHeal prinei-
ples. honesty and integ-
rity. “People take values
such as thess for granted
novadayvs, but we val-
ue them. We get to raise
kids in this area:
is very important to s,

family

and this is a great way to
combine them.”

'It's raw, real life what
we feel we have here”
Mariles =zid, “and it's re-

ally special.”
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